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January 24, 2010 
Mr. David DeFalco 

Director, Office of the European Union 
Market Access and Compliance 
International Trade Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 

Mr. Jean-Noel Durvy 

DG Industry & Entrepreneurship 

European Commission 

Re: Trans Atlantic Innovation Dialogue 

Dear David and Jean-Noel, 

We very much appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Department of Commerce and DG 
Enterprise coordinated stakeholder consultations on the forthcoming US-EU Innovation Dialogue. The 
EABC represents -70 US and European-based global companies. We are dedicated to advancing Trans- 
Atlantic economic investment, innovation and integration. As such, EABC members endorse the idea of a 
US-EU Innovation Dialogue and similar joint efforts aimed at accelerating growth, productivity, and 
entrepreneurial activity. 

The 2009 EABC Atlantic Century report found that in terms of improvement of competitiveness and 
innovation capacity over the last decade, the US ranked last and the EU-15 29 th when compared with a 
pool of 40 developed countries, including their closest competitors. That report can be found at 
www.EABC.org . In 2010 and beyond, the EU and the US must expand their efforts to stimulate economic 
development by improving the commercial environment for innovation and increasing government 
support for basic R&D which will support private sector innovation. This can be accomplished in part by 
ensuring that Trans- Atlantic regulatory frameworks are aligned in support of innovation. Key policies 
include robust R&D tax incentives, regulations that allow for the smooth flow of highly skilled 
immigration, and by fostering "digital economy" investments on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Moreover, we encourage the US-EU Innovation Dialogue to specifically address the following areas: 

Digital Economy: The US and the EU should promote timely and flexible allocation of spectrum for 
wireless broadband use and support increased investments in new technologies and services for 
broadband deployment. EABC members also call on the US and the EU to jointly examine the removal of 
restrictions for EU and US telecommunications investment in third countries. 

eAccessibility: The TEC and the new US-EU Innovation Dialogue should support the adoption of 
globally harmonized standards for eAccessibility - beginning with a single Trans-Atlantic standard. 

Harmonized standards will bring vast advantages for consumers, business, and society by reducing costs, 
widening the availability of accessible products, and increasing the quality of life of people with 




disabilities. The TEC should also establish a program to achieve mutual recognition of eAccessibility 
conformance assessment procedures based on suppliers' self-certification. Costly, time consuming, and 
redundant conformance assessment procedures to ensure access to European and American marketplaces 
will be avoided through mutual recognition. 

eHealth: Improved patient safety, quality of care, and efficiency in our health sector depend on the 
robust use of ICT management and protection of patient information. The EU and the US should reach 
agreement on interoperable, privacy-protected standards for electronic health records (EHR). 

Deployment of EHRs in the EU and the US should be based on a common set of open standards for 
technical and semantic interoperability. As a first step, the EU and the US should develop a common 
methodology for the testing of EHR interoperability. This cooperation should build on existing open 
international standards and experiences in EU projects such as epSOS and Patients without Borders, as 
well as similar projects in the US. Now that the US Stimulus bill provides significant funding for a US 
eHealth initiative, coordination with the EU on interoperability and provider certification is more vital 
than ever. Global eHealth architectures will serve patients well, while creating a single global market for 
US and EU eHealth products and services. 

Nano-Technology: EABC members call on the EU and the US to jointly explore coordination of nano- 
technology policy - a technology that is and will significantly advance the sophistication of products and 
methods of production in virtually every industrial sector. Nano-technology is a key ingredient in multi- 
sectoral global competitiveness. 

Sustainability: The US and the EU should promote a single, global Carbon Accounting standard and 
should coordinate policies fostering the development and use of "green" technologies. 

Skilled Workforce: EABC members support collaboration to facilitate the movement of highly skilled 
personnel between the EU and US. Such workers are vital to achieving and maintaining high rates of 
innovation. Common efforts should be taken to simplify and coordinate procedures for the migration of 
highly skilled personnel between the EU and US, reducing costs for individuals, public administrations 
and business. These may include procedures for visa review and approval, definitions of "highly skilled 
personnel" and treatment of highly skilled third country graduates of universities and technical institutes 
seeking employment. 

Please contact us for further elaboration on the issues noted above. We welcome every opportunity to 
support the work of the U.S. - EU Innovation Dialogue in bringing real regulatory results to both 
societies in 2010 and beyond. 

Sincerely yours, 




Michael C. Maibach 
EABC President & CEO 
m@Maibach.us 
202-828-9101 
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